
OLVER STATEMENT IN RESPONSE TO STATE OF THE UNION ADDRESS

  
 WASHINGTON, D.C. ‚ Today, Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District) released the following statement in response to the President's State of the Union address:

Iraq
  "President Bush must go much farther in acknowledging that the U.S. mission in Iraq has not been the success he and his advisors hoped for and predicted.  He must go much farther in responding to the planning failures in Iraq.

  "Insurgent attacks increased from approximately 26,000 in 2004 to over 34,000 in 2005.  More than 2,200 U.S. soldiers have now been killed; over 16,000 wounded.  A recent Pentagon-contracted study stated that the war risks 'breaking' our Army.  Taxpayers are spending hundreds of billions of dollars on a reconstruction effort that fuels the very insurgency that's destroying Iraq's infrastructure.

  "We certainly should not be 'staying the course.'  Instead, the President needs to focus all of his efforts on successfully getting us out of Iraq."

Energy/Environment
  "The high gas prices that squeezed the middle class during 2005 were a symptom of our failed energy policy.

  "Opening Alaska's Arctic National Wildlife Refuge to drilling will do nothing to secure our long term energy independence.  Reinvigorating the nuclear industry without solving safety issues and the nuclear waste storage problem risks creating a new environmental calamity.

  "A wiser course would be to make major investments in developing renewable energy technologies and increasing energy efficiency.  That would create new jobs, reduce our dependence on foreign oil, lower energy costs and cut greenhouse gas emissions."

Budget/Economy
  "The President's fiscal policies will increase our national debt by more than $300 billion in 2006.  His administration is racking up hundreds of billions of dollars in foreign-held debt, and there is no end in sight.

  "The President claims that workers' income has risen, when in fact the earnings of average Americans have failed to keep up with inflation.  More tax cuts for those who need them the least still tops the President's agenda, while raising the minimum wage is not even on it."

Ethics/Corruption
  "Cronyism and a lack of accountability pervade the President's administration, and Congress is offering little oversight to counterbalance the executive branch's shortcomings.  Far too many of the President's political appointees are failing in their jobs or facing outright criminal investigation.  Congress must respond effectively to the ethical shortcomings within its own ranks, and the administration must do the same."

Health Care

  "Association health plans and health savings accounts, the President's answers to our national health care crisis, encourage employers to shift health care costs onto the backs of their employees.  They are likely to add significantly to the population of underinsured Americans when they cause employers to stop providing health insurance, but then 'dropped' employees are unable to afford insurance on their own.

  "The recent implementation of Medicare Part D, the prescription drug system, gives little confidence in this administration's ability to improve the state of American health care or even to place the needs of seniors above the interests of the drug companies."

Investment in our future
  "To succeed in the global economy of the future, we clearly need to strategically invest more in education.  But the final, enacted budget for 2006 cut funding for student loans, vocational education and worker training.  Our families, our children need more than pep-rally talk about the future.  They need tangible opportunities to better themselves."

Homeland Security
  "The President claims the homeland security is a high priority, but the 9/11 Commission's recently released report card on the implementation of their recommendations is filled with failing grades.

  "The administrationís response to Hurricane Katrina proved that, four years after September 11, 2001, our country is still not prepared to adequately respond to a terrorist attack.  And the New Orleans disaster was no surprise attack.

  "Rather than administering an illegal program of domestic spying, the President should focus on securing our nation's ports and energy infrastructure and providing emergency responders with interoperable communications systems."
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